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School context 

St. Michael's Church of England Primary is a popular, slightly above average sized school with 299 children on roll. 

Attendance is broadly in line with national average. There have been no fixed term exclusions in recent years. The 

proportion of children identified with special educational need and/or disability (SEND) is below average and the 

proportion in receipt of Pupil Premium is in line with national figures. The vast majority of the children are of White 

British background and no children have English as an additional language.  The school has achieved the Sainsbury’s 

Sports (Gold), Sing Up Gold and Healthy Schools Awards. 

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Louth St Michael’s Primary School as a Church of England 

school are good  

 Clear Christian values of compassion, friendship, fairness, forgiveness, trust and koinonia, impact positively 

on children’s behaviour and attitudes to learning. As a consequence personal development and well-being is 

strong.  

 The embodiment of the school’s Christian values supports and nourishes the inclusive and caring ethos of 

the school which is valued by the school community. 

 The headteacher, effectively supported by governors and staff and based on his belief that everyone is a 

child of God, is inspirational in his approach to leading an inclusive Christian community,  

 Carefully planned acts of worship hold an important place in the life of the school and contribute positively 

to children’s good spiritual development. 

 The significance of prayer, both personal and collective, is well understood and opportunities for prayer are 

enhanced through the use of Prayer Spaces.  

Areas to improve 

 Increase the rigour of leaders’ monitoring of the school’s Christian distinctiveness and its impact on the life 

of the school, including academic attainment and progress. 

 Provide a range of opportunities for children to plan, prepare, present and evaluate acts of worship so that 

they become developed as leaders of this aspect of the school’s life. 

 Ensure that children are able to articulate fully their understanding of the theological basis of collective 

worship and extend their understanding of Christianity as a multi-cultural world faith. 
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The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is good  

at meeting the needs of all learners 

The Christian and deeply inclusive character of this oversubscribed school ensures that children and their families, 

irrespective of their background, feel that they are an integral part of it. This inclusivity extends well into the local 

community of Louth. Deepening links with the Arab Episcopal Church School in Irbid, Jordan, enable children to 

begin to think further than local boundaries. The school’s Christian values of compassion, friendship, fairness, 

forgiveness, trust and koinonia (fellowship) are well known and appropriately underpin its life and work. Children 

can talk about the values but they cannot consistently explain their explicit links to the Christian faith. They are 

much more explicit about the Five Bees, symbolised by a bee: be safe, be caring, be respectful, be proud and be your 

best, each of which are used to support the overarching values. The school’s Christian values are not overtly 

displayed, neither are they explicit throughout key school documentation, including the website. However, they are 

a living reality and ensure that relationships are strong and children’s excellent behaviour is reflected in a happy and 

caring atmosphere. This is also shown in their behaviour out of school, for example during their outreach to Louth 

hospice.  

The school provides a good range of opportunities for spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development to 

which children respond enthusiastically. Children’s attitudes to learning are very positive and they support each 

other in their lessons. Children agree that bullying is rare and dealt with effectively if it does occur. They also say 

that they feel safe at school. Attendance is in line with national averages and children are ready to learn when they 

come into school. However, as identified by the most recent Ofsted inspection report and subsequent most recent 

statutory tests, not all groups of children, make the academic progress that they should by the end of key stage 2, 

particularly in mathematics. Accurate records are kept of pupil achievement and staff intervene quickly where they 

identify individuals or groups who may be falling behind. However, not all pupil achievement is measured by test 

outcomes and those with complex needs thrive very well in their all-round development.  

Charitable giving which reflects Christ’s commandment that we serve one another is an expression of the school’s 

underpinning Christian values. Recently the school engaged in ‘Smiley Bags’ which went to Syria through the Louth 

Churches for Refugees Sumara Aid Appeal. Religious education (RE) is well and systematically taught, focusing mainly 

on Christianity but including other world faiths to enhance children’s understanding of diversity, difference and 

similarity in God’s world. Children enjoy RE but are not always excited by it. The subject contributes well to the 

school’s Christian ethos.  

The impact of collective worship on the school community is good 

Well planned acts of worship are central to the school day. Great value is placed on daily worship and it is seen as 

the coming together that unites the school. Worship is inclusive and no children are withdrawn by their parents. All 

children, whether they have a faith or not gather very respectfully for collective worship. Pupils engage well by 

listening attentively and singing joyfully. They all enter the hall ready to worship, walking calmly. Key elements 

support the worship, for example, a suitable ambience through calm lighting, candle (either electronic of real), 

music, song and specifically, prayer and reflection. The opportunities provided for spiritual development through 

worship have a strong impact on children’s behaviour, relationships with each other and attitudes. 

Pupils are aware that worship contains ‘messages of how to behave’. Daily acts of whole school worship, based on 

both biblical teaching and SEAL themes (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning) fully support the promotion of 

the school’s core Christian values, enabling a richer understanding of what they mean. Prayer is an integral part of 

worship which is supplemented through the highly effective and popular use of Prayer Spaces. Through this, children 

are enabled to understand the significance of prayer in their own and others’ lives. For example, children said ‘I feel 

better now I’ve said sorry’ and ‘it helps us to speak to God, to ask Him for help’. 

During worship, children are regularly introduced to biblical teaching and make to make some links between this, 

their own lives and the school’s core Christian values. This helps children to understand the relevance of Christian 

teaching for their own lives, and contributes to their excellent behaviour. Children know about the major Christian 

festivals as these are celebrated in school and in church. What is less well developed is their understanding of 

Christianity as a multi-cultural world faith although this aspect is beginning to deepen through the links with the 

Arab Episcopal Church School in Jordan. The seasons of the church’s year are marked by changing the colour of the 

cloth used in worship. This helps most children gain an understanding of this Anglican tradition. Children know 

about the main events in Jesus’ life, but their understanding of the theological basis of worship, for example, that 

Christians believe that God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is limited. 

Parents are welcome to, and make time to attend, the services which are held in church and where it is standing 

room only. These services are mainly held to celebrate key Christian festivals such as Harvest or Christmas. The 

community welcomes this coming together as one body. Worship provides a strong community link with the town 
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and enhances the joint support which both church and school enjoy.  

The majority of acts of worship are led by the headteacher. There is a Collective Worship Team but as yet, children 

are not fully enabled to plan, prepare, lead and evaluate acts of worship. Evaluation by children is in the early stages 

of development. Governors have monitored some acts of worship, but there is a lack of a systematic approach to 

this as part of the school’s monitoring and evaluation of the school as a Church of England school. This hampers the 

leaders’ view of worship and limits the focus for improvement and consequently the development point from the 

previous denominational inspection, to develop and implement a procedure to monitor and evaluate the impact of 

collective worship has been only been partially addressed.  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church school is good 

The headteacher is inspirational in his approach to leading a Christian community. He is deeply committed to 

Christin values and a way of life through faith, believing that everyone has the potential to develop as the person 

God wants them to be. Governors and staff support him in this, knowing and understanding the vision statement 

‘Caring-Learning-Excelling since 1864’. This vision, linked to the school’s core Christian values which permeate 

every aspect of the school’s life, enables everyone to be inspired to learn. The headteacher and governors are clear 

that these values result in an inclusive, welcoming school. Not all leaders can articulate confidently how the vision is 

rooted in Christian values. Foundation governors are proactive in supporting the school to develop the academic 

and personal skills of the children. Some self-evaluation by leaders, including governors, since the previous 

denominational inspection has led to improvement planning which in turn has led to development in the school’s 

distinctive Christian character. However, this has, at times, lacked rigour and focus. This lack of focus in monitoring 

and evaluating the work of the school as a church school has meant that all staff do not explicitly ensure that the 

Christian values are key drivers in raising academic achievement. The Christian character of the school is clear to 

those within the school community; however, it is not as clear from the website or other key documentation.   

The headteacher currently leads RE and collective worship which ensures that these have a high priority in the 

school and that they are discussed in staff meetings. This helps teachers to build their expertise and understanding, 

and to develop as future leaders of church schools. There is an action plan in place for RE despite there being lack of 

evidence of the systematic evaluation of RE or collective worship.  

The school has strong links with other schools, working with them to further improve outcomes for children. Some 

of these schools are also church schools and the headteacher works closely with one of them to develop their 

Christian distinctiveness. In this way, St Michael’s school is developing the future leadership of church schools. These 

links are also very strong within the worshipping community of Louth. Churches of different denominations support 

the school well and they in turn feel supported by the school. The school proclaims these partnerships very well 

through social media such as its Facebook Page and Twitter feeds. Parents value this and use it often as a means of 

communication between home and school. They leave very positive comments about published events. The 

overwhelming majority of parents are supportive of the school and this is reflected in its being oversubscribed.  

Statutory requirements for RE and collective worship are met.   
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